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DISCOURSE BY ELDER ABRAHAM H. CANNON. 


THE following discourse on “Salvation for the Dead” was delivered by 
Elder Abrabam H. Cannon, in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sunday, 
January 5, 1895. 

I desire to be filled with the Spirit of the Lord in performing this duty 
which has been assigned me this afternoon. I feel that without this Holy 
Spirit my words will be vain to myself as well as to the assembled con- 
gregation. 

Just before coming to meeting this afternoon, a gentleman made inquiry 
of me as to the object of this fine structure which stands upon the east 
side of this block, called the Temple. He supposed it was a place for 
public meetings; and though he admired the external appearance of the 
building, I inferred from his comments that he thought it was a waste of 
means to erect such a building for the private purposes to which it is put. 
I endeavored to explain to him some of the reasons why we built the 
Temple, and why so much means was expended in making it beautiful. 
We felt that there was no offering which poor mortals could give to the 
Lord that was too beautiful or too good, and a house could not be too 
highly enbellished which it was expected holy personages would visit, 
and perhaps the Lord Himself would condescend to occupy at some time. 
For this reason, among others, we have felt to obtain our choicest work- 
men, our most skilled artisans, our most talented artists, to work within 
and without that edifice, to make it a place of beauty. Those who read 
the Scriptures will remember how much means and effort were expended 
by the wise king Solomon in the construction of that Temple whose 
beauty, as it is described to us in the feeble language of man, is still a 
source of such great wonderment. We who believe in the Book of Mormon 
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are also informed of the labors of the ancient people of God who dwelt 
upon this continent south of us and who subsequently occupied portions 
of this land, in the erection of temples to the name of God. Tous these 
buildings are most sacred places. They are the shrines at which we bring 
our offerings of love for God and our fellow wen, particularly for our 
kindred who have died without a knowledge of the truth and whose 
salvation is, measurably at least, dependent upon the works of their 
children in the flesh. We have built temples for the purpose of redeeming 
our dead; performing for them those sacred ordinances which are neces- 
sary, as the Scriptures inform us, to salvation. For we believe that the 
Gospel which the Lord has revealed in these days, and which is the Ever- 
lasting Gospel, contains laws which it is necessary for every creature to 
obey in order to receive celestial glory. 

We believe that God has established in His Church a certain order which 
must be observed by His children if they would inherit the glories con- 
cerning which the Scriptures speak, and for which nearly every human 
being is hoping. We believe, too, that there is but one Gospel which is 
capable of bringing to the children of men the highest glory. We believe 
in one faith, one Lord, one baptism; though we believe that there are 
lords many and gods many, as the ancient Apostle said, and that faith 
operates in various directions for the benefit of the children of men. It 
operates upon them in such a manner as to give unto one the gift of 
wisdom, unto another the gift of healing, unto another the gift of tongues, 
and to others various gifts according to their capacities and the will of 
God in bestowing them. We believe that there is but one baptism that 
is recognized by God; and yet we say there is also a baptism by fire as 
well as of water, which baptism is as essential to the salvation of the 
human family as the baptism of water. Yet all these beliefs of ours are 
comprehended in this one statement of Paul, “One Lord, one faith, one 
baptism.” 

The Gospel which we have received is one which teaches us that all 
mankind are the children of God; that they are destined to be saved, 
excepting a very limited number who positively reject salvation, turn 
against the light after they have received it, sin away the day of grace, 
and place themselves without the pale of the redeeming blood of Christ. 
But in saying that al] men shall be saved, it is not saying that all men 
shall receive an equal glory and exaltation in the presence of God. No; 
we believe that in the dwelling place of our Father there are many 
mansions—many degrees of glory, suited to the capacity of men and 
women, and which will be awarded to them according to works which 
they have done in the flesh and the intents of their hearts. To attain 
the highest glory it is necessary that men and women should possess 
a living faith, not a faith which James describes, without works and 
consequently dead. I feel that it is a pernicious doctrine in some re- 
spects which is taught by the Christian world to-day, that belief on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, regardless of works or of obediénce to the commands 
of God, is sufficient. I say it is pernicious because it too frequently 
encourages men and women in works of darkness; for the notion prevails 
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in many places that the man who confesses Christ with his lips, even 
though he be on his deathbed, can be ushered into the presence of God 
and associate with holy beings; that he, though suspended between 
heaven and earth, can go in the presence of God and those holy beings 
who have died martyrs to the truth, when his spirit leaves its associations 
in mortality, from whence it was driven because of his sins! Therefore, I 
say there is much of evil in this theory of men. It is not a doctrine of 
God. Men may turn and twist certain passages of scripture to sustain 
this idea, but it will not avail them. True, Christ told His disciples to go 
into all the world preaching the Gospel, and those who believed should be 
saved; and there are many passages which say that belief on the Lord 
Jesus Christ shall redeem mankind. Of course, this belief is essential to 
the salvation of the human family. Faith is necessary for their exaltation; 
for it is indeed the first principle of the everlasting Gospel. But the man 
who possesses faith without works Christ has likened unto the man who 
built his house upon the sand, and when the winds and the storms came, 
that man’s house fell, because it was not secure upon its foundation. But 
the man who heard what He said and did the works which were com- 
manded by Jesus was likened unto the man who built his house upon the 
rock, and notwithstanding the storms that blew about it, it stood, because 
its foundation was secure. I believe that there are many sincere believers 
in this doctrine that belief is all that is necessary to salvation, and such 
as there may be of these people who are sincere [ honor in their profes- 
sions; but I believe there are many ministers of religion who realize that 
this doctrine is incorrect and that it is insufficient for the salvation of men. 
Such need repentance; such need to turn unto the Lord that they may 
serve Him and not only save themselves, but become saviors unto others 
whom they are placed to guide. 

When a man is afflicted with a disease, he desires his physician to 
diagnose carefully the case and tell him, however painful the truth may 
be, what is necessary for his deliverance from the disease with which he 
is troubled. Some physicians who are a disgrace to their profession, will 
deceive people into the belief that they will be speedily restored to health 
by the ordinary process of nature, when if they were only to tell the truth 
they would say that some drastic measures were necessary to the saving 
of their lives. I remember reading of a certain physician in the east who 
was called in to attend a very rich man who had injured his limb. He 
examined it carefully. The rich man, in order to give him an inducement 
to save the limb, had told him that if he could save it and his life he 
would give him a large monetary reward. The doctor’s knowledge of the 
human system gave to him the feeling that in order to save the man’s life 
the limb would have to be amputated ; but hoping for reward he deceived 
the patient under the belief that perhaps he might recover, and he did not 
tell him the real condition of the case. The result was that gangrene set 
in and in a short time the man’s life was lost; whereas, if the physician 
had taken the knife and had severed the afflicted member, the man’s life 
might have been saved. 

So, too, if the physicians of our souls would take the knife and separate 


452 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


from us the false doctrines, theories, and dogmas which we have inherited 
and imbibed, the sou] might be saved and preserved to become a choice in- 
strument in the hands of God. But instead of this, the love of reward, the 
hope of gaining wealth, the desire to preach for money and divine for hire, 
prompt some men to pursue steadfastly a course which deceives the 
human family and keeps them in ignorance of the true doctrines of Christ, 
which men and women must accept in order to attain salvation in the 
kingdom of God. The Christian world continues singing this peaceful 
Jullaby of “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved ;” 
and men guilty of every sin under heaven can, according to the creeds of 
men—not, mark you, according to the doctrines of God—secure for them- 
selves salvation and exaltation in the presence of God. We do not want 
to deceive ourselves with this notion. Even Latter-day Saints, who pro- 
fess to have accepted the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, need not 
suppose for one moment that because they are baptized, because hands 
have been laid upon them for the reception of the Holy Ghost, and they 
have had a testimony of the truth, that their salvation is secure; for if 
they depend upon a dead faith for their salvation, they too will find that 
they have missed their aim, and that faith without works is dead and of 
no value. 

I have heard a legend told of the Desert of Sahara. There is a clump of 
trees situated in one of the most desolate spots in that great arid region. 
The roots of the trees are fed by hidden and undiscoverable springs, and 
in the shade of those trees the weary traveler is tempted to sit down and 
rest; and as he rests, the wind whistling through the leaves lulls him to 
sleep, and he dreams of home and its pleasures, and gradually he loses con- 
sciousness and his spirit takes its flight, his physical organism having been 
poisoned by the odor from the trees and the surrounding ground. It looks 
as though mankind were in this condition. We are tempted by the plausible 
theories of men to pay a little for our religion, and thus be lulled to sleep, 
picturing in our imaginations the beauties of eternity, until we gradually 
pass away from life and find that our sleep has been the sleep of death— 
eternal death, because we have neglected the opportunities which God has 
placed in our way for our exaltation. 

It is the duty of the Latter-day Saints to preach to the world the Gospel 
of the Son of God, to chide them for their sins, to reprove them for their 
iniquities, to encourage them in everything that is good and ennobling, but 
to be fearless in the defense and proclamation of truth. For truth will be 
sustained. It may for the time seem to be overcome by the sophistries of 
men. But God is at the foundation of truth, and as He will stand, so will 
all that which emanates from Him stand and endure in time and in 
eternity. Upon this people rests the duty of crying repentance unto this 
generation, teaching them faith in God; that there is an existence here- 
after; that not as the tree falleth so shall it lie; not as our bodies are 
placed in the tomb so will they forever remain; but there will,come a 
time in the experience of every soul when the spirit will re-unite itself 
with the body, and thus men will appear before God and be called upon 
to give an account of the deeds done in the flesh. This faith which we 
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desire men to receive is the faith which works miracles—which has the 
power to raise the dead unto life, the power to commune with God, and to 
receive His Spirit in such a measure as to make men and women prophets 
and prophetesses. This is the faith which we desire to implant in the 
hearts of the children of men. 

Then we want them to be filled with the spirit of repentance, which 
follows faith, and which is the natural result of faith in God; for if men 
are filled with faith in the Father and in the Son, they will naturally 
desire to place themselves in a condition to be fit associates for such 
holy beings, and they will look back upon their past lives with sorrow 
—with a sorrow which will prompt them to be more righteous, more God- 
fearing, more upright, in the future. Then repentance of sin will come 
upon them; not repentance as the murderer possesses; not such as men 
feel who are called to account in the flesh for their crimes, and who, when 
the penalty is paid, go back to their iniquities, and only fail to sin because 
the opportunity to do so is lacking; but a repentance that prompts men 
to make restitution, so far as it is possible for them to do so, for the sins 
which they have committed, and to restore four-fold, if necessary, in order 
to obtain pardon for the wrong done; a repentance which will keep before 
our minds continually the view of our own sinfulness, our own weaknesses, 
and fill us with a desire to avoid the sins and weaknesses of the past. 
This is the repentance which worketh salvation to the souls of men, and 
prepares them to receive any ordinance, however humiliating it may be 
considered. 

They. will then go into the waters of baptism; they will do anything 
else, in order to receive a forgiveness of their sins. They will be buried in 
the water, as Christ was; they will come forth out of the water new men, 
laying off the old Adam, the old sinfulness of their lives, and determining 
that thereafter their lives shal] conform as near as possible to the divine 
pattern which Christ set. 

Then they will be prepared to have the Holy Ghost conferred upon them 
with all its powers, gifts, and blessings, by the administration of men who 
possess the authority to act in the name of Christ. This is the same 
power which Jesus conferred upon His disciples in times of old, and which 
made them such mighty men in the midst of an unbelieving world. It 
gave them the courage to suffer their bodies to be tortured, their lives to 
be taken, still praising the name of God. It gave them strength to with- 
stand every temptation and to pass through every trial, still clinging to 
the faith which God had given *them—that faith which brings out of 
trouble, salvation and blessing. It is this Spirit and this faith which 
have gathered this people together from every nation of the globe, and 
enable them to testify of the restoration of the Gospel of the Son of God, 
and to tell in solemn language that the Lord has again spoken from the 
heavens, revealed His Gospel, called His servants to go forth for the last 
time to teach to the world the plan of salvation, that before the end comes 
every people upon the whole earth may hear the sound of the truth and 
receive or reject it, as seemeth them good. It is this Spirit, received 
through the laying on of hands, that gives our Elders the strength to go to 
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the nations of the earth and preach the Gospel, enduring hardships of 
every kind, persecutions, and even suffering death, to testify of the truth 
which the Lord has restored to the earth. And this is the Spirit which 
every man and woman will receive who accept the Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

“But,” says one, “how can you expect men and women to receive these 
doctrines? We have your testimony; but what other evidence do you 
have that this is the truth?” We only ask you to place to the test that 
same request which Jesus made of His disciples and people in His day 
when He said to them, “My doctrine is not mine, but His that sent me. 
If any man will do His will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be 
of God, or whether I speak of myself.” We say to the people of the world 
to-day: “Do not accept our testimony alone. You have heard the words 
which the Elders have spoken; you have seen their diligence in visiting the 
nations of the earth; you have heard of the restoration of the truth; now 
listen no further to these men, but appeal directly to God. Seek Him in 
prayer, exercise faith in Him, and He will tell you for yourselves whether 
or not this doctrine is His or the doctrine of men. You need not accept 
the testimony of any man concerning this religion. You need not receive 
baptism until you yourselves are converted through the workings of the 
Holy Spirit upon you—that Spirit which God alone can bestow, and which 
men cannot give, except as they are made the instruments, under God, of 
exercising the authority which He has restored tothe earth. You can seek 
the Almighty in your closets. Heis not a God that is afar off; not one 
whose ears are closed, or whose arm is withdrawn from His children; but 
He is a God whose eye is upon the humblest creature that lives, of every 
race and color, and whose love is extended to the whole human family. 
It is to Him that you should appeal for a testimony of the truth of this 
work which the Lord has established. And if you will do this, in humility 
and in faith, we have no fear as to the results of your prayers; for God 
will hear and answer every soul.” 

I know the prejudice which has existed and which now exists against 
this Church; but it isonly a renewal of the old-time prejudice that existed 
in the days of Jesus and at every time when the Church of God has been 
upon the earth. Men, however, have got to become so humble that they 
are willing to endure persecution for the name of Christ; and if they can- 
not maintain their standing through all the trials of life, then they are 
unworthy of their calling as followers of the meek and lowly Jesus. . 

Now, going still further, we find that this same Gospel will yet be 
preached and is now being preached to the spirits behind the veil—the 
spirits of men and women who have died in the ages that are past. Does 
it seem a fanciful idea that these beings, who exist to-day as much as they 
ever did, though in a different condition, are having the Gospel preached to 
them? It is, I know, a new doctrine to the world, it was still newer in the 
day when it was first announced by the Prophet Joseph Smith under the 
inspiration of God. At that time it was new to teach the first principles 
of the Gospel, which now find many advocates among different sects and 
parties, and this doctrine of salvation for the dead was also new. True, it 
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existed in some sort of mazy condition. A belief in this doctrine in some 
form existed in the minds of many people. It is illustrated in the practice 
of the Catholic church, who from time immemorial have held masses for 
the dead, believing that through their prayers some indescribable working 
could be had upon the spirits of men and women who had passed away. 
In traveling in Europe I found in one of the Cantons of Switzerland, a 
place almost removed from civilization, this idea prevailing to a very 
marked extent, and was illustrated in an incident which was described by 
a family who afterwards joined the Church. A man who was considered 
an infidel, and upon whou the priest had operated for many years previous 
to his death, happened to pass away. He left behind him a widow, with 
several grown-up daughters. Some little means was left to them, and after 
the death and burial] of this man, the priest came around to visit the 
family. He told the woman, who was a devout Catholic, that the night 
before he had been visited by the spirit of her dead husband. He had 
seen her husband clothed in black raiment, his countenance lowering 
because of his misery, and said he, “Your husband told me that I should 
come to you and ask that I be paid to say mass for his soul.” The poor 
widow accepted the statement of the priest and gave of her means so that 
her husband n.ight be redeemed, as she believed, from the great misery in 
which he was placed because of his unbelief while in the flesh. After two 
weeks the priest again came, and said he had another visit from her 
husband. He said his countenance had brightened somewhat, and he had 
noticed that one half of his body was white and the other half was black; 
that he was only half redeemed, and with the expenditure of a little more 
money he could be fully redeemed. So she gave him some more money. 
The third time he came with the same excuse and extracted from the 
widow a little more means. His fourth appeal, however, so disgusted the 
lady that she told him her husband would have to suffer if the payment of 
money was necessary to his redemption. This is an extreme instance, and 
I believe few such occurrences can be found in the world. But this came 
to my personal knowledge. 
[TO BE CONTINUED. | 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


One cubic foot of water at 70 degrees Fahrenheit weighs 62.3 pounds; 1 cubic foot of 
coal weighs from 80 to 100 pounds. 


The wings of an owl are lined with a soft down that enables the bird to fly without 
making the slightest sound, a very important matter to a nocturnal bird of prey. 

The announcement recently made of a German method of producing glass which will 
transmit light freely, but not heat, has been supplemented by some details as to the 
manufacture. A plate of this material, 4-10 of an inch thick, containing 28 per ceat. of 
iron in the form described as ferrous chloride, allowed only 4.06 per cent. of radiant heat 
to pass through it, while another plate of equal thickness, and containing quite as much 
iron in the form of ferric chloride, permitted 11.2 per cent. to pass. The chemical 
distinction is very smal), but the effect is said to be marked. A thinner slab of this glass 
allowed less than 1 per cent. of the heat of gas flames to pass, although transmitting 12 


per cent. of heat from sunlight. Ordinary window glass, on the other hand, lets some 86 
per cent. of the heat through. | 
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THURSDAY, JULY 18, 1895. 


MERITED PRAISE OF THE SAINTS. 


THE Century Illustrated Magazine for May, 1895, contains an article 
entitled “The Conquest of Arid America,” in which the writer refers to 
the people of Utah as the most prominent example of success in the 
direction of subduing the desert, and building up a commonwealth in the 
midst of desolate surroundings that would discourage al] but the bravest 
hearted men and women. He relates how the Latter-day Saints in 1847 
under the leadership of President Brigham Young and his faithful assist- 
ants, went into the uninviting country of Utah, many of them with scarcely 
enough to sustain themselves until they reached the valley, and he shows 
how, by their united efforts and self-sacrifice, they wrested a living from 
the native elements and grew into a prosperous community which is 
becoming noted for its thrifty and industrious condition. He graphically 
contrasts the present with the past and compliments the wisdom of the 
founders of Utah by saying among other things: “The time has come 
when the world is willing to listen eagerly to the man or people who can 
demonstrate how it is possible for an indefinite number to gain a generous 
living by honest labor, not as servants, but as masters. * * * 
The Mormon scheme of industry is rapidly becoming the model of all 
colonial developments in the irrigated regions. + * The 
leader’s wisdom is almost as clearly exhibited in his social scheme as in 
his plan of industry. The central idea is the farm village ° + 
and the village site is generally located near the centre of the vee 
* * half a square mile is laid out into blocks. . + 

and the blocks are divided into lots. * * On these lots he 
farmers have their homes + * and their farms on the out- 
lying lands. * * The women and children enjoy the import- 
ant advantage of having near neighbors, while the church, school house, 
stores, and post office are near at hand. Under this system the advan- 
tages of town life are blended to a very considerable degree with the 
charms of rural existence. It is a system full of delightful possibilities. 
% * There is no reason why farm-villages patterned after those 
of Utah should not have a social life and an outward beauty quite as 
pleasing as, for instance, Boston.” 

It is very hard for many people to realize and believe that such things 
as these can be truthfully stated of a community that has until recently 
been evil spoken of by nearly the whole world. The Saints have been 
orced in many cases to state facts connected with their temporal welfare 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR 457 


in order to combat the many false and slanderous reports that have been 
sent out concerning them. They have laid it down as a fact than an 
industrious community is a moral community, and therefore have tried 
to make the world see that they were industrious. This is abundantly 
proved now to anyone who will read, and with that proof is carried a full 
vindication of the people from the many charges of horrible crimes with 
which they, and more especially the Elders, were assailed in early days. 

The prophets have predicted that the time would come when the wise 
men of the earth should seek wisdom at the feet of God’s anointed ones. 
The time for the fulfilment of this prophecy has not fully arrived, yet 
there are indications that the day is dawning. Of late the leaders of the 
Saints have been applied to for counsel by men whose fathers would have 
felt humiliated beyond degree to have it known that they entertained 
even friendly feelings towards the Latter-day Saints. The customs of 
these people are being studied, not with a view of overthrowing them, but 
with an idea of adopting them as far as can be done by men who do not 
feel bound together by the ties of the Gospel. The example of the Saints 
will still grow in influence, until finally, when it is found that all other 
schemes fail, and the revealed plan only is permanently successful, men 
will be ready to abide by the laws of Zion. 

If the world could all be converted to the true Gospel within the next 
year, there would be an end to the difficulties that hang over the inhabit- 
ants. God has revealed a plan that is destined to revolutionize the 
present fallen state of society, not by implements of warfare, but by a 
change of heart. This is the foundation of the structure that wil] be 
reared by the people of the Lord, and on no other principle can true 
happiness and prosperity be attained. 

The leaders of the Saints have never sought to take the honor unto 
themselves for what has been done by them. They have recognized the 
hand of God in blessing their efforts, and they have always asserted that 
Mormonism as the world calls it—and that is neither more nor less than 
the pure Gospel of Christ—contains all the elements necessary for man’s 
elevation here and his exaltation hereafter. The writer of the article 
above referred to asserts that their system has been a success in bestowing 
temporal benefits upon its adherents. The day will come when the other 
portions of their claim wil] be just as fully sustained: and acknowledged. 
But it will be accomplished by men who are willing to trust in the word 
ofthe Lord and abide by the counsels of his servants. A community that 
delights in vice and sin could not possibly obtain the faith necessary to 
carry out the purposes of God. 

Many changes must necessarily take place before the excellence of the 
Gospel as taught by the now despised Latter-day Saints wil] be recognized, 
and its principles adopted by the great men of the earth, but it is certain 
that the day will arrive some time. The influence of the truth is increas- 
ing rapidly though its opponents are not willing to concede this. The 
vitality which belongs to Christ’s work cap not be diminished by opposi- 
tion but it is destined to increase as the years come and go. It is no 
further from probability now to assert that religious men will some day 
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desire to learn the principles of the Gospel from the leaders of Mormonism 
that it was to say fifty years ago that the industrial and social condition 
of the Latter-day Saints in half a century would be taken as a model for 
all people similarly located. It is considered easy to account for the 
results now, but in those days of poverty and privation the prediction was 
made by unbelievers that failure would inevitably follow the plan adopted 
by the prophet of God in establishing the people of Zion. 

It may sound as an idle dream to say that kings and princes will 
send to the Zion of the Latter-day Saints asking for wise men to come 
and instruct them in the laws of the Gospel, that they may become right- 
eous rulers, but history has many surprises, and prophecy still more than 
history. 

When the Gospel becomes fully established in the hearts of the people 
there will be no bitter contests between capital and labor; misunderstand- 
ing will be adjusted in a manner, that there will be no disposition on the 
part of the laborer to destroy his employer's property, and the rich man 
will not desire to crush the poor workingman because he has the power. 

We do not wish to be understood as trying to induce people to become 
Latter-day Saints simply for the betterment of their temporal condition. 
There are so many trials that they have to endure, who take upon them 
the name of Christ that only disappointment could come to one who 
would join the Church and did not believe in the Gospel as the Saints 
teach it. We do desire, however, to strengthen the confidence of the 
Saints in the promises of the Lord that have been made through His 
servants both ancient and modern, and we therefore call attention to 
events as they are happening, that the hand of God may be seen and 
recognized by His faithful children. B. 


ARRIVALS.—The following named Elders arrived in Liverpool per Amer- 
ican line steamer Southwark on July 17: For the British Mission—Charles 
H. Baker of Logan, John D. Peters of Brigham City, C. H. Skidmore of 
Richmond; For the Scandinavian Mission—Mathias Knudson of Lehi, 
Lars P. Hendrickson of South Cottonwood, Nephi P. Anderson of Brigham 
City; For the Swiss and German Mission—O. W. Andelin of Provo, 
Wallace Cragan of Smithfield. James Solomon and wife, and Richard C. 
Solomon of Salt Lake City, and Edward Burgoyne, wife, and daughter 
Martha of Montpelier, Idaho, came with the company as visitors to Great 
Britain. 


RELEASE AND APPOINTMENTS.—Elder John Nye has been released from 
laboring as Traveling Elder in the Norwich Conference, and has been 
appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in the London Conference. 

Elder Charles H. Baker has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder 
in the Nottingham Conference. 

Elder John D. Peters has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in 
the Welsh Conference. 

Elder C. H. Skidmore has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in 
the Sheffield Conference. 
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FROM VARIOUS MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


PRESIDENT JAMES DucKworTH of the Liverpool Conference writes from 
Preston July 10, as follows: 

“Last Friday evening Elders Ira Bennion, Samuel O. Crosby, and myself 
proceeded to the market place here in Preston for the purpose of holding 
an open-air meeting. After singing and prayer we had a respectable 
audience of perhaps one hundred people who listened quite attentively to 
our remarks. Elder Bennion spoke upon the first principles of the Gospel, 
and he was followed by Elder Crosby who took for his subject Divine 
Authority. No sooner had he ceased speaking than a well-dressed gentle- 
man who had been a very interested listener, and who appeared from his 
language and manner to be some kind of a local preacher, instantly sprang 
into the ring, and taking off his hat, he harangued the people fur about 
ten minutes opposing the doctrines we had been advocating, and incident- 
ally mentioning that he was well acquainted with the Mormons and their 
teaching. 

He first tried to show that baptism is not essential to salvation although 
he declared his belief that all the true Christians should be baptized. The 
repeatedly used example of the thief on the cross, and the few isolated 
passages which apparently sustain the doctrine of belief alone, were 
brought forth to prove the inefficacy of baptism. He then declared that 
God did not call Aaron, but that Moses called him, and therefore he was 
called of man. He finished by saying that all are called who would sin- 
cerely believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. | 

We permitted the gentleman to proceed without interruption, and he 
left as soon as he had finished, though he was invited to stay and listen to 
the other side of the question. 

This incident naturally aroused an intense interest in the audience, 
and when I stepped forward to reply to the charges the people were all 
eagerness to listen. 

I showed them how unchristian-like it was for one professing to be a 

gentleman to interrupt us as our assailant had done. The true explan- 
ation of the story of the thief on the cross was given, which brought out 
the idea of preaching to the spirits in prison and salvation for the dead. 
This was followed by showing that the authority of the servants of God 
was respected by our Father as though He Himself were present, and 
according to St. Luke x: 16, and St. John xiii: 20, he that rejects the 
authorized servants of Christ rejects Christ and the Father. It was also 
proved that Aaron, being called by direct command of God through Moses, 
was called of God Himself and not of man. 
_ The interruption, instead of doing us harm as it was intended, resulted 
in good. We enjoyed ourselves thoroughly, and now the adversary is 
aroused we feel more than ever determined to continue our labors with 
zeal and energy. We receive greater encouragement from our open-air 
meetings than from anything else, for when the Lord sees that we are not 
afraid to go upon the street and testify of Him and His Gospel, He comes 
to our assistance and gives us the necessary strength.” 
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The San Francisco Call of June 10 has an article with reference to the 
Latter-day Saints, and the missionaries in California. The head-lines are 
as follows: 

“To redeem the Gentiles—Mormonism Making Its First Strong Effort 
to Plant Itself Here—Many Missionaries at Work.— Not Gray-Whiskered 
Fellows but Nice Young Business and Professional Men.” 

We make the following extracts from the article: 

“The Mornion Church is engaged in the interesting work of planting 
its feet by the Golden Gate and drawing to the ‘true fold and the true 
God’ the Gentiles of California. It is long now since the second Gospel 
contained in the miraculously revealed Book of Mormon has been read by 
many of the Faithful in California. Now, for the first time in the history 
of the Church, an active and a considerable effort to establish the Church 
here has been begun. This is not the ‘Reorganized’ church which has 
been heard of in Oakland, but the true and origina) Church founded by 
Joseph Smith. Recently twelve Gentiles have been baptized here and in 
Oakland. Twelve more have applied for admission, and a number are 
investigating. That may not seem to be very rapid work, but it is plant- 
ing the seed, and the First Presidency and the Apostles at Salt Lake are 
encouraged. Occasional Mormon missionaries have struggled along in 
California before without adding more than one or two to the 300,000 or 
so numbered in the fold of the Mormon Church, but the present missionary 
effort is well organized and is carried on by twelve missionaries, or Elders, 
who are under the direction of Henry S. Tanner, president of the California 
missions of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. These mis- 
sionaries are surprising people to the average Gentile who sees one or 
several for the first time. The general conception of a Mormon missionary 
is that of an old gray-whiskered fellow who may properly be suspected of 
a sensual nature. Well, that’s all wrong. The Mormon missionaries now 
proselyting here are a lot of nice young, bright business and professional 
men of intellectual appearance, gentlemanly manner and pleasant address. 
They look and act like anybody else and could easily be mistaken for a 
lot of Native Sons. They are men of the world, yet devoted to the Church 
and willing to sacrifice themselves a little for a time for her glory and the 
redemption of the Gentiles. The Mormon Church has a way of its own. 
It looks about and ‘calls’ this and that man to leave home and business 
and go forth. It generally calls men of money who can pay their own 
expenses. The twelve California missionaries are not costing the Church 
a cent. The president, Henry S. Tanner, is a school teacher by profession 
and a bright, cultured young man. He was run out of a place in South 
Carolina by a mob once, and came here last fall. Most of the others have 
come recently. Fifty people heard Elder Tanner tell of “The Rise of 
Mormonism” in a hall of Pythian Castle last evening. The services were 
simple. Two missionaries are working in Oakland, two are in Los Angeles, 
two in Sacramento, two in Fresno County, and two will soon go to San 
Diego.” 

The same paper also gave an account of a meeting of the Saints 
held on Sunday evening, June 2, in which it said: 
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“The principles and articles of faith upon which the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, familiarly known as the Mormon Church, 
were expounded by Elder H. 8. Tanner at Calanthe (St. George’s) Hal], 909 
Market Street, last evening. ‘What is Mormonism?’ was the subject of 
the Elder’s evening sermon. He began by explaining where the name of 
Mormon came from. The name as applied to the Church was a misnomer. 
It was not the name of the Church, but the members believed in the Book 
of Mormon, which they hold was the work of a man named Mormon, who 
lived on this continent 1,500 years ago.” 


Writing from San Francisco under date of June 11, Elder Tanner says: 
“The Elders are enjoying the best of health, and with the help of the Lord 
we are endeavoring to get the Gospel before the people, and thousands are 
finding out that we are in town.” 

The headquarters of the Californian mission is 417 Van Ness Avenue, 
San Francisco. 


CHELTENHAM CONFERENCE. 


THE Cheltenham Conference convened in the meeting hall, 18 Regent 
Street, Cheltenham, on Sunday, July 7, 1895. There were present: 
Anthon H. Lund, President of the European Mission; Joseph A. Buttle, 
President of the Leeds Conference; Edward Southwick, Traveling Elder 
in the Birmingham Conference; Charles Williams, Jr., President of, and 
William Taylor, A. V. Huish, Thomas S. Newman, William F. Pratt, 
James Tucker, Charles W. Robins, Joseph Barker, Louis Bringhurst, 
Albert Collard, and Samuel Banford, Traveling Elders in, the Cheltenham 
Conference. 

Meetings were held at 10:30 a.m., 3 and 6:30 p.m. 

The speakers at the morning service were Elders Joseph A. Buttle, 
Albert Collard, and T.S. Newman, who explained very clearly the first 
principles of the Gospel. 

In the afternoon meeting Elders William F. Pratt, Charles W. Robins, 
Edward Southwick, and A. H. Lund were the speakers. 

At the evening session the general authorities of the Church and of the 
European Mission, and the President and Traveling Elders of the Chelten- 
ham Conference were presented and unanimously sustained. 

The reports of the statistics and labors of the Elders for the six months 
ending June 30 were read as follows: Seventies 11; Elders 16; Priests 1; 
Deacons 1; members 90; total officers and members 119. Tracts distrib- 
uted 30,559; houses visited 12,345; Gospel conversations 1,166; books 
loaned 437; books given away 80; books sold 47; in-door meetings 144; 
open-air meetings 18; Sunday School sessions 4. Baptisms 6; confirma- 
tions 6; children blessed 1; emigrated 3; died 3. 

President Lund then spoke upon the grace of God in giving his only 
begotten Son that we might gain salvation; he said that the efficacy of 
the ordinances of the Gospel was the free gift of God, and that all could 
obtain the blessings flowing from it by keeping His commandments. Also 
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spoke of Joseph Smith as the restorer of the Gospel, and how literally his 
prophecies had been fulfilled. President Williams made a few closing 
remarks. 

The conference was well attended, many strangers being present. Both 
speakers and listeners enjoyed the Spirit of God to a great degree through- 
out the conference. 

A Priesthood meeting was held Monday morning ‘when the Elders gave 
in the reports of their labors and expressed their ideas as to the best 
methods of getting the Gospel to the people of the world. They received 
many good instructions and much valuable advice. 

JosEPH BaRrkKER, Clerk of Conference. 


AFTER SEVEN YEARS: A RETROSPECT. 


Ir is a trite saying that “We never know what the morrow will bring 
forth.” And usually from some apparently trivial event, great conse- 
quences ensue. That “there is a Divinity that shapes our ends, rough 
hew them how we will” I, at least, have little cause to doubt, for, if some 
good friend had told me seven years ago, that seven years from that time 
I should find myself associated with the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints, I should have felt very indignant. I was then a sincere, if 
perhaps not over devout Roman Catholic, and if there is one thing that a 
Catholic prides himself upoa more than another it is the absolute impreg- 
nability of his doctrinal position. [| had been thoroughly grounded in 
the principles of the “faith of my fathers,” had spent eight years in the 
college of the good Marist Brothers in Dumfries, Scotland, where for the 
last two years of my residence, I occupied the honored position of being 
first in the whole college, and to make assurance doubly sure, had taken a 
further year with the Jesuit Fathers in their famous college in Glasgow. 
Why then should I, of all my kinsfolk and acquaintances, ever doubt for 
one moment the eternal truth of the principles in which I had been so 
assiduously schooled? When I look back over those happy years and 
realize what pains and efforts were made to school me in the principles 
of my religion, it seems to me as though some unseen power, discerning 
that I was fated by the inscrutable decrees of Providence to be called 
alone out of all my family, had hedged me around with all those environ- 
ments which would tend to make my task the more difficult. | 

Out of over 100,000 Catholics in the city of Glasgow where my father 
held a proud and honored position, I alone have been the utterly unworthy 
recipient of the call, in obedience to which I find myself now humbly 
numbered as one of the least of the chosen few. 

There is a very strange fact that often occurs to my mind as I look 
back over the past, viz: during all the years I spent at various Roman 
Catholic Institutions I do not remember ever seeing a Bible. True we 
had a very light course of the New Testament—what is known as the 
“Douay Bible.” But this was a mere mechanical reading. The interpre- 
tation of the text was a matter which we were taught to believe did not 
concern us. Our priests were the divinely appointed oracles in whom 
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alone was vested the rigbt properly to explain the true and inward mean- 
ing of the words of Holy Writ—“Ours not the reason why”—we had 
simply to believe what we were told, and that was the end of it. And, if 
perchance, through some grave inadvertence, we were foolish enough to 
be drawn into any controversial discussion, we were taught that it was 
our solemn duty immediately to refrain, and to refer our adversary to our 
priest, whose duty it was to deal in such matters. It is scarcely necessary 
to say in view of this, that discussion with a Catholic is very hard to 
obtain. In addition to the above I may mention the fact that according 
to the Catholic code it is a sim to read any version of the Bible but that 
which bears the Jmprimatur of Rowe and it is also sinful to attend any 
divine service other than that held in the various Catholic places of wor- 
ship. Under these circumstances it will be readily seen that for a Catholic 
to abjure his religion is a somewhat serious matter—especially so in view 
of the fact that it is a dogma of faith that whilst there is some chance of 
salvation for those who have never had the felicity to be within the folds 
of the Church, yet for one who leaves the Church there is absolutely no 
hope for time or eternity. Consequently it requires a considerable moral 
effort to take a step fraught with such ominous results. 

Well, after an absence of seven years I find myself once more amongst 
my kindred and I have had an ample opportunity of weighing the step | 
have taken. I have been enabled to compare dispassionately the princi- 
ples I have espoused with those I have discarded, without reference to the 
inward testimony I have which surpasseth all understanding. To say 
that my heart is full to overflowing with gratitude to God for His good- 
ness is a mere hackneyed expression which sounds as emptiness itself. 
When I muse over the hollow mockery and empty forms of the past and 
compare them with the living reality of the present; when I contrast 
truth with error, light with darkness, and life with death, I am constrained 
to bow my head in mute reverence to the omnipotent and merciful Father 
who seeth all things wisely, and who hath out of the fulness of His un- 
speakable goodness raised up a prophet in these degenerate days that 
salvation might accrue to the children of men; and I would fain have a 
voice loud as the thunders of Heaven or a pen I might dip in lurid light- 
ning to call these people from their idolatry and superstition—clothed 
with gaudy garb and awe-striking ceremonial—to the pristine purity of 
the Everlasting Gospel that, as a spring of crystalline water sparkling 
with innumerable coruscations of glistening truth, offers a solace and a 
satisfaction which none can realize save those who have drank a deep 
draught of the soul-satisfying liquid. 

I have been here long enough to become aware of the fact that it is a 
well nigh useless task to try to persuade a Catholic of the error of his 
ways. The absolute reliance that is placed upon their priesthood? coupled 
with an ignorance of all things religious save that which pertains to their 
mere duties, their disinclination to peruse the Scriptures or any /iterature 
not sanctioned by their “clergy,” all these impel me to the belief that 
unless there is some latent germ that will start responsive to the call of 
the Gospel it is almost a hopeless task to attempt to sow productive seeds. 


